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SUBJECT: EMBASSY AUCTION SPARKS SPECULATION ABOUT ITS FUTURE 

1. EMBASSY ARRANGED FOR SALE BY LOCAL AUCTION HOUSE ON JUNE 17 
OF SURPLUS PROPERTY CLEANED OUT OF WAREHOUSE. AUCTIONEERS 
ADVERTISED " SALE OF AMERICAN EMBASSY' S GOODS" IN VOICE OF UGANDA 
JUNE 14. VOICE REPORTER THEREUPON INTERVIEWED ACTING PAO AND 
EMOFF RE SIGNIFICANCE OF SALE, ASKING IF IT MEANT EMBASSY WAS 
CLOSING DOWN. REPORTER WAS ASSURED THIS WAS ROUTINE SALE OF 
PROPERTY AND EQUIPMENT EXCESS TO OUR CURRENT NEEDS, IT HAD NO 
OTHER SIGNIFICANCE, AND EMBASSY WAS FUNCTIONING AS BEFORE. 

2. NEVERTHELESS VOICE PUBLISHED STORY NEXT DAY ( JUNE 15) 

SAYING THAT PUBLIC AUCTION OF EMBASSY PROPERTY " SPARKED OFF 
SPECULATION AND CONCERN AMONG PUBLIC AND GOVERNMENT OFFICIALS." 
THOUGH ACTING PAO’ S ASSURANCE THAT " WE ARE NOT WINDING UP" WAS 
QUOTED, STORY CONTAINED OTHER INACCURATE AND EXTRANEOUS " INFO." 
E. G., THAT PROPERTY BEING SOLD BELONGED TO USAID " SERVICEMEN" WHO 
HAD LEFT COUNTRY, THAT PROCEEDS OF SALE GO TO " THE US 

GENERAL FUND,” AND STATEMENT ATTRIBUTED TO FONMIN OFFICIAL 
THAT TRANSFER OF PROCEEDS WILL BE FORWARDED TO BANK OF 
UGANDA FOR APPROVAL. UNNAMED FONMIN OFFICIAL WAS ALSO 
QUOTED TO EFFECT THAT " RECORD ( OF OUR RELATIONS WITH US) ARE 
CLEAN," THAT THEY HAD HAD NO INDICATIONS EMBASSY WAS " WINDING 
UP," AND THAT EMBASSY HAS BEEN FUNCTIONING UNDER A CHARGE SINCE 
AMBASSADOR RECALLED FOR CONSULTATIONS " COUPLE OF MONTHS AGO." 
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ARTICLE ALSO CLAIMED SPECULATION IN TOWN WAS THAT EMBASSY WAS 
CLOSING AND PROSPECTIVE PURCHASERS, ENVISAGING " COMFORTABLE 
SLEEP ON THE AMERICAN DOUBLE- SPRINGED BEDS,” WERE EXCITED. 

3. IN ORDER TO COUNTER ANY FURTHER SPECULATION WE HAVE PREPARED 
RELEASETO BE ISSUED THROUGH USIS EXPLAINING THAT ADVERTISED 
AUCTION IS ROUTINE DISPOSAL OF SURPLUS PROPERTY, THAT PROCEEDS GO 
TOWARD PURCHASE OF NEW EQUIPMENT FOR THIS AND OTHER AF MISSIONS, 
THAT ANY DUTIES AND TAXES DUE ARE TO BE PAID BY PURCHASERS. 
RELEASE ALSO STATES THAT SALE DOES NOT SIGNIFY EMBASSY IS 
" WINDING UP", AND IT CONTINUES TO FUNCTION NORMALLY AS IN PAST. 

WE ARE ASKING VOICE TO PUBLISH THIS CORRECTION OF ITS STORY. 

KEELEY 



LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 



NNNNMAFVVZCZ 



*** Current Handling Restrictions *** n/a 

*** Current Classification *** LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 



Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 




Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 



Message Attributes 



Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 
Concepts: 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
Draft Date: 15 JUN 1973 
Decaption Date: 01 JAN 1960 
Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: collinpO 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 28 MAY 2004 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1973KAMPAL01980 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: n/a 

Errors: n/a 

Film Number: n/a 

From: KAMPALA 

Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1973/newtext/t19730620/aaaajbia.tel 

Line Count: 79 
Locator: TEXT ON-LINE 
Office: ACTION AF 

Original Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: 

Previous Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: n/a 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Authority: collinpO 
Review Comment: n/a 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 14 JAN 2002 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <14-Jan-2002 by willialo; APPROVED <25 FEB 2002 by collinp0> 

Review Markings: 

Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
30 JUN 2005 



Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 

Status: <DBA CORRECTED> gwr 980209 

Subject: EMBASSY AUCTION SPARKS SPECULATION ABOUT ITS FUTURE 
TAGS: PFOR, UG, US, n/a 
To: AF 

SECSTATE WASHDC 
Type: TE 

Markings: Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 



Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 




